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Memory and her Siren daughters ; but by devout prayer to 
that Eternal Spirit, who can enrich with all utterance and 
knowledge, and sends out his seraphim with fire from his 
altar, to touch and purify the lips of whom he pleases." 
Let him, who would bind his brow with the amaranth that 
shades the fount of life, study at the feet of this great mas- 
ter. His home was left desolate ; the standard of freedom, 
long upborne by his strong hand, lay rent and trampled in 
the dust. He was poor, blind, and forsaken. But he count- 
ed all this as nothing. He " bated not a jot of heart or 
hope." The celestial light irradiated his mind through all 
her powers. To the eye of man, his course was finished, 
and his purposes were broken off. Yet, in the fulness of 
time, the glorious vision of his youth and manhood was made 
permanent ; the mortal put on immortality. 



Art. IX. — 1. The School Library. Published under the 
Sanction of the Board of Education of the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. Boston : Marsh, Capen, Lyon, & Webb. 
1839. 

(I.) Introductory Essay to the School Library. Irving's 
Life and Voyages of Columbus, with the Author's Visit 
to Palos, and a Portrait, JMap, and other Illustrations. 
12mo. pp. xlviii., 325. 

(2.) Paley's Natural Theology, with Selections from the 
Illustrative Notes, and the Preliminary Dissertations of 
Sir Charles Bell, and Lord Brougham, the whole 
newly arranged and edited by Elisha Bartlett, M. D. 
With numerous Wood Cuts, and a Life and Portrait of 
the Author. 2 vols. 12mo. pp. 365, 454. 

(3.) Lives of Eminent Individuals, celebrated in American 
History. 3 vols. 12mo. pp. xii.,364; xii., 380; vii., 
399. 

(4.) Sacred Philosophy of the Seasons, by the Rev. Hen- 
ry Duncan, D. D. ; adapted to American Readers, by 
the Rev. F. W. P. Greenwood, D. D. 4 vols. 12mo. 
pp. xvi., 389, 391, 401, 416. 
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2. The School Library, Juvenile Series. 

(1.) Pictures of Early Life ; or Sketches of Youth. By 

Mrs. Emma C. Embury. 12mo. pp. 310. 
(2.) Selections from the Writings of Miss Jane Taylor, 

by Mrs. S. J. Hale. 12mo. pp. 288. 

Our age has often been qualified with the epithet of labor- 
saving, though it would be hard to say, with how much jus- 
tice, when, of slaves, both bond and free, there were never 
so many millions of the human race, as now, bound down to 
a life of mere drudgery ; when men are everywhere trained 
to work in gangs, by fifties and by hundreds ; when every 
man, instead of being the master, makes himself the slave of 
his profession ; when all head-work is held in light esteem, 
except so far as it enters into partnership with handicraft ; 
and when manual-labor schools, furnished with work-benches 
and ploughs, are established all over the country as the best 
nurseries for genius, taste, and eloquence. We have fallen 
upon an age of toil, of hard and grovelling toil, helped in- 
deed by mechanical inventions innumerable, but by inven- 
tions which only take the laborer from the solitude of his 
field, or the quiet of his home, where he could exercise his 
own ingenuity and forecast, and make him the unreflecting 
tender of a machine, amidst the blaze of furnaces, the puffing 
of steam, or the din of a thousand spindles. The fact is, 
that men work more and harder for every labor-saving inven- 
tion ; for the demand for every article of manufacture out- 
speeds, in a manifold ratio, the increasing ease of supply. 

But in the various departments of intellect, the econom- 
ical tendencies of the age have been far more successful. 
There exists, in the most active operation throughout the 
civilized world, a vast system of thought-saving machinery. 
This is, indeed, a knowing, but not a thinking age. Knowl- 
edge is substituted for thought ; loads of food, for the power 
of healthy digestion. Book-learning, and learning by rote, 
are supplanting self-communion. The mind is made a store- 
house, rather than a laboratory. The books, that multiply so 
fast, are mainly products of compilation and dilution. Never 
were these words of Chaucer more true ; 

" Out of the olde fieldes, as men saithe, 
Cometh all this new corn fro yere to yere ; 
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And out of olde bookes, in good faithe, 
Cometh all this newe science that men lere." 

It is no generation of thinkers, we fear, that our popular 
school-systems are training up. Within the memory of many 
of our readers, pupils were compelled to think by the pov- 
erty of both their school-books and their teachers. No straw 
was given them, and yet the full tale of bricks was demanded 
under peril of the scourge ; aud both straw and bricks were 
elaborated and duly delivered. When the young arithme- 
tician wrought out the most complex problems, with no aid 
except a misty and arbitrary rule at the beginning of the list, 
his own mind was obliged to mingle itself largely with the 
process. When he had wrought an example, he understood 
it, and his intellect had grown by the exercise. Thus the 
very abstruseness of many of the ancient school-books was 
a benefit to those who would study ; for there were num- 
berless chasms, which thought alone could bridge, and for 
which the mere task-masters, miscalled teachers, were, for 
the most part, unable to provide. And the young mind was 
not loaded beyond the power of digestion, or so as to clog 
appetite ; nay, the very meagreness of the fare contributed 
to keep up a healthy inward working. 

But now, every thing is brought to the last degree of 
simplification. If, in any existing school-book, it is discov- 
ered, that room is anywhere left for the action of the 
scholar's mind, a new book comes out, at once, expressly 
to remedy that defect. The wholesome theory, that there 
should be a copartnership of intellect between the writer 
and the learner, is all exploded. The process of instruction 
is like the decanting of old wine into new bottles ; and books 
are the tunnel. The fancied perfection of teaching consists 
in making it as much as possible like play. The beau ideal 
of a schoolmaster is, literally, a ludimagister. The funda- 
mental maxim of fashionable educationists is, " The mind is 
not to be taxed " ; and the mind, on which no tax is levied, 
pays none. Mathematics are taught by toys ; geography and 
history must be mixed with equal portions of Peter Parley's 
mythology ; the mysterious differences between active, pas- 
sive, and neuter verbs, instead of being beaten into children's 
brains, as of old, by hard blows, are more kindly, yet not 
more wisely, illustrated by the picture of a whipping ; while 
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all the mooted points in moral philosophy, which have baffled 
the wisdom of ages, are despatched in a thin 18mo, which 
treats but of tops and whistles, broken glass, and stolen sweet- 
meats. Even in the study of the ancient languages, the 
good old way, of hard work and thoughtful analysis with the 
grammar and dictionary, is almost deserted ; and patent 
gerund-grinders are getting into use so fast, that, as regards 
educational processes, it will soon be said of the critical 
scholar, " Nascitur, non fit." 

And what shall we say of the thought-killing quantities of 
printed paper, which children are expected to con and re- 
cite ; and of the standard, by which the merits of different 
schools are judged, — the same by which race-horses are 
estimated, — that school bearing away the palm, where the 
greatest space is gone over in the shortest time ? In the cant 
of the day, the seeds of knowledge are said to be sown broad- 
cast. But the figure is an inadequate one. The actual pro- 
cess is, as if a farmer, in the spring, should dig a great 
trench, pour in his seed by the bushel, and then cover it up. 
And what would he find there in the autumn ? Identically 
the same seed in various stages of decay. How often, 
where the harvest of assiduous mental culture should appear, 
are we compelled to witness this very spectacle, — the seed, 
originally consigned to the virgin soil, because it was planted 
too thick to germinate, lying where it fell, useless, putres- 
cent, and offensive ! 

Another feature of a thought-saving age may be found in 
the prevalent literary tastes and habits. The master-pieces 
of reasoning, such books as really aid reflection, books 
which one cannot read without deep thought, how little are 
they read ! How few are the devoted readers of such men 
as Cudworth and Butler ! How little quarter is given to the 
modern writer, who presents metaphysical truth in a purely 
philosophical form, who communicates, in manly simplicity, 
the results of clear intuition and sound reasoning, and leaves 
his readers to digest and apply them ! Even on the deepest 
subjects, on subjects, which no one can fathom without gird- 
ing up all his force of intellect, and placing his whole soul 
in the attitude of solemn attention, the demand is for popular 
books, for interesting books, that is, for such books as one can 
doze over and laugh over, for books as full of trivial illus- 
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trations as a nursery volume is of pictures. And the reader 
seizes upon these illustrations as arguments, deals with facts 
as if they were principles, and remains self-satisfied with 
such glimmer of spiritual truth, as may be reflected from 
tawdry material imagery. The writer, who would have the 
popular suffrage, must make it his business to macerate the 
strong meat of manly minds into food for babes. 

Of course, the same thought-saving tendency marks the 
prevailing habits of reading. There exists among all classes of 
the community a desire to be deemed or styled intellectual. 
And this sadly-abused term is applied rather according to 
what one reads, than to what he is. The good mother, who 
has read her New Testament all her days, has inwardly di- 
gested it, and has made it a fountain of deep practical wisdom, 
is respected for her virtues, but pitied or derided for lack of 
those intellectual attributes, which are ascribed in full to her 
daughter, simply because she has read some thousands of 
pages, no matter how stupid, foolish, or wicked. " She 
openeth her mouth with wisdom," said Solomon, when he 
described a paragon of female excellence. " She hath de- 
voured a circulating library," is an endorsement, which, 
we fear, many a fair one of the present day would rather 
covet. The idea is universally prevalent, (and it cannot be 
too generally entertained,) that it is unworthy of a rational 
being to live without some intellectual pursuit. Few, how- 
ever, are willing actually to task their minds, either without 
books, or by means of books. The majority regard reading 
as a more dignified and worthy employment than thinking ; 
and, well knowing that it is the easier of the two, read much 
and think none. It is to meet the demands of such readers, 
that the press groans. It is for such, that hosts of pettifog- 
ging pens rest not day or night, that fourth-rate novels are 
cast with undoubting faith upon the public hospitality, that 
Libraries innumerable and interminable are projected and 
published, that the sweepings of a by-gone literature are re- 
produced in those weekly sheets, which are vaunted each as 
equivalent to an octavo volume. 

This general appetite for books is at present so poorly 
catered for, as to be productive of very nearly as much harm 
as good. In our cities and larger towns, the fountains of a 
pure literature are open for all who will drink at them, and 
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there is a sufficiently strong literary influence to give the pub- 
lic taste a right direction. But in the villages and thinly- 
settled districts, the choice of books is mainly left to chance, 
and yet worse, to a chance with loaded dice, — to the chance 
of auctions and pedlers' packs. Nor is this fortuitous selec- 
tion controlled by the combined or representative wisdom of 
each little community ; for in the country towns there are 
very few public or social libraries of general literature. Such 
libraries were to be found some twenty or thirty years ago, 
in most of the towns, and even now they have a name to 
live ; but have either remained without increase and grown 
obsolete, or else have become church or parish property, and 
are replenished with sectarian theology. People now prefer 
taking a newspaper and a magazine, and buying ever and anon 
a shop-worn novel, to paying an annual assessment to be ex- 
pended for the general edification, at the grave discretion of 
the village priest and lawyer. 

Moreover, were these central institutions as liberally and 
judiciously sustained as could be desired, they would be very 
far from meeting the wants of the whole community. They 
must necessarily be the property of the few and the near, not 
of the many and the remote. How little for the improvement 
of a thousand people scattered over a town five miles square, 
could a single library of three or four hundred well-chosen 
volumes do ! The village library might supply with reading 
a hundred out of the thousand. The remaining nine hundred 
will read, or might be induced to read. Should they not 
then be provided with books, or saved from the curse of bad 
books ? There is but one way of supplying the whole popu- 
lation of New England with profitable reading ; and that is by 
furnishing every school district with a library. To such libra- 
ries all may have access ; for the place of deposit would be 
within the easy reach of all, and most families would have in 
the younger members daily inducements and facilities for 
sending thither. By this arrangement, each school district is 
made a literary society ; and the place of instruction for the 
young becomes the seat and source of knowledge to those of 
every age. Moreover, where the library is supported by a 
tax on all the inhabitants of the district, the very fact that all 
had helped in paying for it would insure general use. 

Considerations of this kind led the Massachusetts legisla- 
ture of 1837 to authorize by law the taxing of school-districts 
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to a certain amount for the purchase and annual increase of 
district libraries. But here the question arose, " How shall 
these libraries be selected ? What assurance is there, that in 
many districts, from the ignorance or negligence of commit- 
tees, the money raised for this purpose may not be worse 
than wasted ? By what mark are those but little conversant 
with general literature, to choose out the precious, and eschew 
the vile, from among numberless books of fair exterior and 
good report?" This difficulty suggested to the members of 
the Board of Education the plan of recommending a series 
of books for district libraries. An enterprising publishing 
firm stood ready to print, in uniform editions, whatever they 
might recommend. On considering the range of subjects to 
be embraced in such a plan, the Board found that, while on 
many subjects there were extant treatises in every way suited 
to their proposed series, on others there were none, or at 
best only such as must be abridged or modified in order to be 
made available. It was determined, therefore, to embrace in 
the series republications, abridgments, and original works. 
The School Library is issued in pursuance of this plan. It 
is not, as many might infer from its name, a library for strictly 
school use ; but a library designed to be kept in every school- 
house for the use of the families of the whole district. The 
principal series consists of works designed no less for adults 
than for intelligent youth. The juvenile series is for children 

This enterprise is not conducted under legislative enact- 
ment or patronage. It is a private enterprise sanctioned by 
the Board of Education. There is no obligation on the part 
of any district to purchase the works thus published. Com- 
mittees are left entirely free in their selection of books. But 
those, who are disposed to avail themselves of the superior 
judgment of others, are by this plan enabled to enjoy the 
advice of a body of men eminently qualified for the trust they 
hold. We have in the well-known fidelity and zeal of the 
Board collectively, and in the sound judgment and pure taste 
of its individual members, the highest possible assurance, that 
this plan will be judiciously and happily executed. Their 
imprimatur is not a mere form ; but given only after a delib- 
erate and thorough examination of each separate work. 

We have a further guaranty for the " School Library " in 
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the authors of the highest eminence in their respective depart- 
ments, who have engaged to furnish original volumes for it. 
It will suffice to mention such names as those of Judge Story, 
President Wayland, and Professor Silliman, among many 
others, which hold an equally high place in the public esteem. 

The publishers propose issuing fifty volumes of each series, 
in sets often each, with an interval of several months between 
the decades, so as to enable individuals or school-districts, to 
purchase the whole series with but little expense at any one 
time. The first decade of the larger series is now before us, 
together with the first two volumes of the smaller or juvenile ; 
and we avail ourselves of the earliest opportunity of recom- 
mending these volumes, and the plan generally, to the public 
interest and patronage. 

The volumes already issued do credit to the taste of 
the publishers, and we cordially hope, that the enterprise 
will prove as lucrative to them, as they may aim to render 
it worthy of general patronage. The paper of the volumes 
before us is fair and strong, the type new and clear, the 
binding both substantial and elegant, the engravings, maps, 
and cuts, numerous, tasteful, and ornamental. The books 
are handsome enough for a drawing-room library, and yet are 
done up in a style well adapted to the rough and tumble of 
promiscuous circulation. 

On the editorship of these volumes too we must bestow 
unqualified praise. We find in them all the unobtrusive, but 
essential graces of systematic punctuation and accurate typog- 
raphy. They are amply and judiciously provided with notes 
and pictorial illustrations. No obscure point or remote allu- 
sion in the text of the republished works is left unexplained. 
Every thing in the series is carefully adapted to American 
readers of ordinary advantages and attainments. Each vol- 
ume, which admits of it, is furnished with a full alphabetical 
index. Each has appended to it a copious glossary of scien- 
tific terms, foreign words and idioms, proper names, and 
obsolete or unusual modes of expression. 

The first volume is Irving's "Columbus," abridged by 
himself, and enriched by the Author's narrative of his visit to 
Palos, (the port at which Columbus embarked for America,) 
now first given to the public in a permanent form. It is need- 
less to multiply remarks on a work so well known as this in 
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its original dress, or to say a word in vindication of the appro- 
priateness, with which it is made to occupy the first place in 
the series under review. Suffice it to say, that the present 
abridgment is made at the expense, neither of minute detail, 
nor of good taste ; but the narrative has gained in graphic 
power by condensation, so that it will be read with new inter- 
est in this edition. 

A considerable portion of this volume is occupied by an 
ably written, or rather a felicitously compiled " Introductory 
Essay," which brings together the testimony of a large num- 
ber of eminent American statesmen and scholars, in behalf of 
the cause of popular education, and in favor of legislative 
enactments and systematic efforts for the diffusion of knowl- 
edge. 

The next two volumes of the " School Library," we have 
no hesitation in pronouncing the most perfect and valuable 
edition extant of Paley's " Natural Theology." Dr. Bartlett 
has taken for the basis of his labors the late English edition, 
with notes by Lord Brougham and Sir Charles Bell, with 
supplementary dissertations by the latter. Most of those 
notes he has retained, and has added notes of his own, wher- 
ever additional explanations seemed necessary. He has also 
retained the numerous wood-cuts of the English edition, and 
furnished others himself, so that there is hardly a passage, 
capable of pictorial illustration, which is not accompanied 
will) an appropriate cut. Such of the supplementary disser- 
tations as Dr. Bartlett thought best to republish, he has incor- 
porated into the body of the work, in connexion with those 
of Paley's chapters, which they were designed to illustrate. 
The second volume contains Lord Brougham's " Analytical 
View of the Researches on Fossil Osteology, and their Appli- 
cation to Natural Theology," also his " Dialogues on Instinct 
and Animal Intelligence." The whole is followed by an ac- 
curate and ample Glossary and Index. The aspect of the 
work is such as to tempt those most familiar with Paley to a 
re-perusal ; and we cannot but rejoice to see this incompara- 
ble treatise offered to the public in so inviting a form, that 
even a school-boy could hardly look without reading, or begin 
without finishing. 

The next three volumes of the " Library " are selected 
from Sparks's " American Biography," containing, (with sev- 
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eral portraits and fac-simiies of handwriting,) the lives of 
Robert Fulton, John Stark, David Brainerd, John Smith, 
Sebastian Cabot, Ethan Allen, Henry Hudson, Joseph War- 
ren, Israel Putnam, David Rittenhouse, Sir Henry Vane, 
William Pinkney, Anthony Wayne, William Ellery, and 
Richard Montgomery. It is intended that the series shall be 
peculiarly rich in the department of American Biography ; 
and these already well known and elegantly written memoirs 
may be regarded as an earnest of future, similar, and no 
less valuable contributions to the series. 

The remaining four volumes of the first decade are, " The 
Sacred Philosophy of the Seasons," by Dr. Duncan, of 
Ruthwell, Scotland, arranged and adapted to American read- 
ers by Dr. Greenwood. These volumes contain appropri- 
ate reflections on the divine attributes, as displayed in the 
phenomena of nature and of human life, for every day in the 
year, each volume being devoted to a season, and divided 
into as many chapters as the season contains days. The 
range of subjects, introduced into these reflections, is vast. 
There are chapters dedicated to almost every department of 
natural history and science, to the various useful and orna- 
mental arts, to the resources, habits, and manners of different 
nations ; in fine, to every familiar theme, from which a devout 
mind might draw arguments for religious gratitude and ado- 
ration, while, in the Sunday papers, we find edifying trains 
of thought on a wide diversity of ethical and theological sub- 
jects. The chapters are short ; the illustrations, well-chosen 
and entertaining ; the religious considerations, inwoven into 
the texture of the work, and running through the whole, in- 
stead of standing out in stiff, frigid relief, in the shape of a 
formal moral, at stated intervals. The variety of subjects, 
taken up in these volumes, their affluence in curious facts 
and anecdotes, and their familiar, easy style, will render them 
universally popular. They will be invaluable as family books, 
which may always be put into young hands in the certainty, 
that they will furnish an unfailing fund of entertainment and 
improvement, and in which a judicious parent may find sug- 
gested many profitable themes, to be carried out in fireside 
conversation and instruction. Had Dr. Duncan written his 
work for the express purpose, for which it has now been re- 
published, we know not how he could have varied his general 
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outline for the better. But we are reminded, in every part 
of the work, of the care, skill, and taste, exercised by the 
American editor, who has occasionally inserted short papers, 
original and selected, and has been indefatigable in the task 
of revision, correction, and adaptation. 

The succeeding works, of this series, will embrace a 
great variety of subjects. Besides several ethical and politi- 
cal works, and several biographies and histories, treatises 
are in the course of preparation on Agriculture, Chemistry, 
Technology, Volcanic Agency, and numerous other subjects, 
on which there are no works, adapted for general circulation, 
now extant. 

Of the Juvenile Series we can say but little. The two 
specimen volumes before us give a fair promise. They are 
such books as every parent would be glad to have his chil- 
dren read. Mrs. Embury's Sketches are fresh and glow- 
ing ; some of them full of the truest pathos, and all of a 
highly moral tendency. Two or three of them, perhaps, 
approach a little too nearly the character of the nouvellelte. 
Were we to write any thing about Jane Taylor, we should 
want to devote a whole article to her. Though somewhat 
eclipsed by the cloud of writers for the young, that have re- 
cently risen up, to our taste she remains unrivalled. Her 
more playful tales, and her graver lessons, alike flow from a 
true simplicity of heart, from a close intimacy with childhood, 
and a deep religious love for the young spirit. It seems to 
us, that the words of the great Teacher, " Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me," are never dismissed from her 
thoughts. In Mrs. Hale's selection, while we miss much 
that we should be glad to see, we find nothing with which 
we should be willing to part. 

We will only say, in conclusion, that we anticipate, from 
the further progress of both series of " The School Li- 
brary," a succession of instructive, suggestive, and thought- 
nourishing works, which will do much to cure both young 
and old of the habit of reading merely for pastime, or for 
appearance' sake, and to excite the desire, and lay open the 
field, for serious reflection and diligent study on many sub- 
jects of the highest interest and moment. 



